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FACTSHEET

TITLE: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO.
03002, by the Director of Planning, at the request of the
Public Works and Utilities Department, to amend the
2025 Lincoln/Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan to
adopt the 2003 Lincoln Water System Facilities Master
Plan. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 05/21/03
Administrative Action: 05/21/03

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (6-0: Carlson, Larson,
Duvall, Taylor, Steward and Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Bills-
Strand and Krieser absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The staff recommendation to approve this amendment is based upon the “Status/Description” and
“Comprehensive Plan Implications” as set forth in the staff report on p.2.  This plan provides the City of Lincoln
with a guide for short-term and long-term improvements to the infrastructure of the Lincoln Water System.  Due
to the 100-year design life of many elements of a water utility’s infrastructure, the Facilities Master Plan
considers potential community growth beyond the planning period when sizing treatment, transmission and
distribution facilities.

2. The Executive Summary is found on p.5-18.

3. The minutes of the Planning Commission are found on p.4.  

4. There was no testimony in opposition.

5. On May 21, 2003, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 
6-0 to recommend approval.  
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2003 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ANNUAL REVIEW

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 03002

Lincoln Water System Facilities Master Plan

Applicant Location Proposal

Director of Public Works and

Utilities

City of Lincoln Amend the Comprehensive Plan

to include the 2003 Lincoln

Water System Facilities Master

Plan

Recommendation:
Amend the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan to include the 2003 Lincoln Water

System Facilities Master Plan.

Status/Description

Since the adoption of the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan in May 2002, the City’s Public

Works and Utilities Department have completed the preparation of the 2003 Lincoln Water System Facilities Master

Plan.  This plan provides the City of Lincoln with a guide for short-term and long-term improvements to the

infrastructure of the Lincoln Water System.  The development of the Facilities Master Plan was coordinated with the

2025 Comprehensive Plan.  Due to the 100 year design life of many elements of a water utility’s infrastructure, the

Facilities Master Plan considers potential community growth beyond the planning period when sizing treatment,

transmission and distribution facilities.

The projected maximum day water demand for year 2025 is 141 million gallons per day (MGD), and for 2050

is 205 MGD based on the assumed population growth rate of 1.5% per year.  Additional supply, treatment, and

transmission improvements will be necessary to meet these growing demands.  The well fields currently owned by

the Lincoln Water System have a projected maximum capacity below the projected need for the year 2050.

Additional well field property and water rights will need to be acquired to meet these demands.

Comprehensive Plan Implications

The basic elements of the Lincoln Water are identified on pages E 37-38 and F 76 of the 2025 Comprehensive

Plan.  Because the water utility is a pressurized system, its facilities and pressure zones are not confined to drainage

basin.  Due to engineering necessity, reservoirs are located at the highest elevation on the ridges to provide for floating

storage of water.  The connecting water mains do not always lie within the current or planned urban limits.  However,

these mains are not tappable by the City Code definition, and should not be used as justification to move up the

schedule for potential development areas.

Significant changes in the direction of growth may impact pressure zones, using up any reserve capacity of

the distribution facilities in the pressure zones, requiring additional improvements to be programmed for construction.
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Conclusion

Amend the Comprehensive Plan as follows:

1. Delete the following text from page F-76, Future Conditions - Utilities, Water Services:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department is in the process of updating the Water Distribution

System Master Plan.  The plan will lay out the long term facilities improvement plan for the

planning period, as well as potential service extensions beyond Lincoln’s anticipated future service

limits.”

and replace with the following text:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department has completed the Lincoln Water System Facilities

Master Plan.  The plan is a guide for short term and long term improvements to the infrastructure

of the Lincoln Water System during the planning period, as well as potential service extensions

beyond Lincoln’s anticipated future service limits.”

2. Delete the following text from page F-76, Future Conditions - Utilities, Water Services:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Water Master Plan and the Comprehensive

Plan. The new Water Master Plan (expected completion summer 2002) will guide future actions

and serve as the basis for facilities planning and improvements.”

and replace with the following text:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Lincoln Water System Facilities Master

Plan and the Comprehensive Plan.  The Lincoln Water System Facilities Master Plan will guide

future actions and serve as the basis for facilities planning and improvements.”

3. Delete the following text from page F-155, Future Conditions - Plan Realization, On-Going

Comprehensive Plan Activities:

“•   Water Distribution System Master Plan Report, Public Works and Utilities Department;

December 1994. Will be superceded by 2002 Master Plan.”

and replace with the following text:

“•   Lincoln Water System Facilities Master Plan, Public Works and Utilities Department; April

2003.”
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 03002

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: May 21, 2003

Members present: Carlson, Larson, Duvall, Taylor, Steward and Schwinn; Krieser and Bills-Strand
absent.

Staff recommendation: Approval.

Proponents

1.  Steve Masters appeared on behalf of Public Works & Utilities.  The Facilities Study referenced in
the update has been worked on very closely with the Planning Department staff, and Public Works
believes that it fits well with the growth areas identified in the Comprehensive Plan.  The attempt is to
apply engineering criteria to identify those projects needed to assure conformance.  

Steward noticed in the news recently that the Metropolitan Utilities District in Omaha (MUD) has gained
approval for a Platte River wellfield.  Does this in any way impact the source of supply of the current
Lincoln wellfield?  Masters stated that Public Works believes that it is possible for that plan to come on
line under the criteria that they have used and not have a detrimental effect, and Public Works has been
working with MUD to make sure that no detrimental effect occurs.  It is going to require us to continue to
work with them and others and Platte Valley to be sure we have a reliable source of supply.  In the
Facilities Study, we do look at some point where we will need additional source of supply so it is
important to build relationships with other sources and other communities.  MUD entering the area
emphasizes the importance of developing relationships with other users.  

Steward inquired whether there are any possible studies or thoughts in the future about looking at areas
of the city that might benefit from a gray water system in terms of conserving natural water.  Masters
stated that Public Works has talked a lot over the years about a way to use the treated effluent from our
plants; however, they have not identified in detail a specific project to do that in water or wastewater.  It
is significant that the combined cycle power plant that LES will have on line this fall will use 2,000,000
gallons per day of treated effluent from our Northeast treatment plant.  There are issues that need to be
worked through before that water can be used for irrigation, but it is being discussed and researched. 
Financing is an issue.  

There was no testimony in opposition.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 03002
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: May 21, 2003

Duvall moved approval, seconded by Larson and carried 6-0: Carlson, Larson, Duvall, Taylor, Steward
and Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Krieser and Bills-Strand absent.






























